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MEMORANDUM

TO       The Secretary of the Treasury
Tha Secretary of Defense
The Attorney General
The Secretary of the Interior
Tha Secretary of Agriculture
The Secretary of Commerce
The Secretary of Labor

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
The Secretary of Transportation
The Secretary of Energy

The Permanent Representative to the United Nations
The Director, Office of Management and Budget
The Administrator, Veterans Administration
The Director, International, Communication Agency

SUBJECT:  International Year for Disabled Persons - 1381

The White House has asked that we take lead responsibility
for U.S. observance of the International Year for Disabled
Persons - 1981 (IYDP). We invite the participation of^your
agency in this effort, and ask that you designate a repre-
sentative to -serve on the.Federal Interagency Committee for
the IYDP.

The 31st United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 1981 as
the International Year for Disabled Persons. Its purpose
is to obtain support from Member Nations for full participation
of the world's 450 million disabled persons in the social and
economic life of the communities in which they live through:
(11 assistance, training, care, and employment; (2) study and
research? (3\ education and public awareness; and (4) providing
effective measures for prevention of disability and rehabili-
tation of disabled persons.

Effective U.S. participation in the IYDP must involve a
wide range of U.S. Departments and Agencies whose programs
affect disabled persons. Staff members of our two Departments
have begun to develop plans for appropriate activities related
to this endeavor.  Active participation by state and local
governments as well as the private and voluntary sectors is
also essential to the success of the U.S. effort, and we
expect to enlist their support.he public and private sectors henceforth collabor-
